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 1PET. 3.43. 
And who is be that will hari r 104, if y6 be fol 
lewers:of that which is good, 


No  —— - ” "1 a 


T- may ſeem very ſtrange; that words to 
this purpoſe ſhould drop from St. Peters 
mouth z' if we undefined them ſo, as - 
| good Men: could. not be Jhtreated after 
| vit manner. ''For 'the-wholF Hiſtory of thoſe 
| times 'wherein the "Apoſtles Jived:, comradid:- 
«h this Aﬀertion, if we take it Univerſally, 
and at large. Stephen had been-already. fto- 
ned; \and at'the {ame time a yreat'perſcciion 
was raiſed” againft+ the 'Chuirch'at "Jerifalenr, 
HE. 3. James the'Brother of Fohn was kilfed, 
and 'St, Peter himſelf had been-committed''ro 
A 2 Priſon 
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[2] 
Priſon, AF 12, And how many ſorts of jjj 
uſage did Paul and Silas, and the reſt receiye 
at the hands of Infidels, in thoſe times? Nay, 
our Apoſtle himſelf ſuppoſcth that good men 
might ſuffer for their righteouſneſs, at the 
Verſe immediately following my Text ; By 
and if ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake , happy 
are ze, and ſo on. Either then we muſt dep 
plain matters of Fa&; or elſe we muſt ſuppoſ: 
the Chriſtians of thoſe times not to have been 
followers of that which is good; or elſe we 
muſt couelude that St./ Peter , had in this Place 
a'further meaning, beſides that which lyetho. 
pen to our firſt view. | 

Therefore in diſcourfing upon this portion 
of Scripture, I ſhall 

1. Shew what isthe full and genuine ſenſe of 
the words. i | 

2. Demonſtrate the Truth of that, which 
St. Peter doth here intend, | 

3. And fo, in the third place, bring down 
the whole to our own Pradice, with reſpett 
to thoſe Circumſtances which we our ſelves are 
in at this preſent jundure.. , - | 

As to the Firſt, the Apaſtles meaning muſt 
needs be this3. that none. will. hurt us, if they 
bave a true reſpe& for Vertue and Goodnefs, 
as long as they ſee us follow that which is plain- 
ly and manifeſtly good ; as long as they are 


ſatisfied | and convinced of our Integrity 3 as, 
long as we diſcharge: our. Reputation as well 
as our Conſciences; as long as our Light (0 
{hineth before men,that they ſee our good works 
| an 


3] 


1nd cannot but confeſs, that of a Truth 
car Converſation rs honeſt and upright, ' and 5 ſemper £4 


n every reſpe&, ſuch as doth become the pro- 


eion of Chrifts Religion. Sometimes it is Grot. i= Loc. 


not enougn for us to! be innocent, unleſs our 
lanocence doth appear, fo that we may be 
able to ſtop the mouths, and put to filence 
the ignorance of fooliſh men, if their fore- 
heads be but tollerably tender. It was the ve- 
ry caſe of Chriſtians in the Apoſtolical Age : 

h Piety and Vertue was the great care 
and imployment of their Lives; though they 
valued a good Conſcience above the whole 
World, yet ſtrangers to the Faith were every 
where miſtaken m them, and 'twas a long time 
before they could conquer thoſe: ſtrong prejn- 


dices they had. entertained againſt rhem, The 


Jews on the one hand lookt upon them as In- 
novators and Hereticks :: Though their Religi- 
on was not any new thing, but'a:Reformation of 
thoſe abuſes | which had crepr/into the: Church 


(for 'they- were firſt called Chriſtians at Amtz. 
&) and their Enemies believed that their Faith 
was New alſo. Where was your Religion be- 
fore Chriſt 2- As. thoſe// ſuperſtitious people 
were ready to object. They were angry at the 
ſuppoſed Novelty of the Chriftian Religion ; 
though if that was a. Reproach to the Reforma- 
tion they, that it was of fo late a date, 'the 
quarrel ſeem'd: to be with God himfelf,; becauſe 


he ſent not his Son -/oorer: into» the: World; - 


On. the other hand, the Pagars lookt upon the 
| followers 


Vide Euſeb. 


ole A u | Hiſt. Eccleſ, 
by degrees, yet their new Name gave offence lid ay 


4) 


followers of Jelus 3s:a ſeditious "ſort of men; 
that carried on:an intereſt -in oPpolition'to the 
Intereſt of the: Rowan Empire ? Chriſt himſelf 
was reviked as Ce/ars Enemy 3 and his: Diſe 
ples had the Character of: people that turned 

the, World upſide down, that 1did all :thi 
contrary: to-:the: decrees of Ce/er,, A&ory, 
Many violent prejudices were againſt them; 
and the generality of people ran away withs 
bundance. of: -grofs. miſtakes. concerning! then 
and their: Religion 34 which nothing bur tine 
and Patience -could - potbly Remove... . And 
therefore St. Peters buſineſs in 'the Text was, 
to perſwade' 'them, not only to: be- followers 
of that which was:Good (for fo they wereal. 
ready ) but: moreover:to-give: all poſſible Ds 
menſtrations of their-integrity,. And that this 
was the Apoſtles ſenſe appears clearly from 
thoſe 'words, but three Verſes after my Text, 
that:;whereas men ſpeak Evil of-you, :as of © 
-: >" v#;doers,” they maybe aſhamed: thar falſlyac- 
.* ©... cyſe your Good:Converfation/in Chriſt, | No- 
| thing could make their Enemies aſhamed,” but 
Notoriety of fatt 3- the way'to make them bluſh 
was,:to 'let them -fee what -horrible- miſtakes 
they. werennder z. then .they\ would be aſhs 
Hoc ipſum eis meds: when: 'twas mad 3s clear and apparent, how 
ne 460 Right acd pure the Chriſtian [Religion was} 
fatlis weftri as. the learned: Grotins hath [noted upon that 
quamretia et 7th & 216 oO) YG © 20 #0 93M 
orig yo that the full 1ktafring of the /Apoſtlcherg 
Grot. in 1 Pet. j$, this, that when once we give'plaun andiuns 
$. 86 queſtionable Pfoots'that we are- really follows 


crs 


C5] 
g&,of that which j1»>Good 3. whery once 'we 
make. it cleariand evident to; the World:;\:fs 
hat all Men'of ſenfe-4hd common hanefty:thuſt 
needs (grant. that 'we.. are:'ſo, we: have: reaſon 

h to ;believe then. that all things:will go 

well -with us; epeciathy-whem dachiias 
xe & rerrour 40) evil:docrs domatratupon 4) 
0x,mean, any diſhonourable, any:baſe:deligns; 
butiprofeſs a dues regard, -and Jove:tor 'gopd- 
oo therefore: cangot berationilly ſuppo- 


be) willing at any tam&-to aft. tp nts 
tit; b& unfortunatelysupon! mifimforaidtion 
and, miſtakes ; which was” indecd:eher:cxfe: of 
the Primitive Chriſtians 3, but cannot-be ours 
now; vnleGs the fault be/our: own. firltl.:'; 5. : 


. 
= 


1021; Thoſenſe of rhe 'Textbeng thusolear'd 
[grated [inthe ſcoond: place, tb Dtwmoiſtrare 
the Truth of tlie thing. ) And for the'clearing 
of _that' too, | rhany arguments might'be offe- 
9d{to your: conſideration... 2.1 1 0d 
jor, 1Finſtic.concernmg; the:.good/ Provie 
mee of, Gotly which never-taileth ſuch good 

4; as; conſcientioufly and honeſtly :aG&: in 
eviency to the :Honour and . Intereſt of 
tre Rebigin..-:And when all: is: done , - thae 
fs, The Pro of Second:and ſubordinate 


;;The; Providenbe vf. Gode4bithe» 'onely 


upon with confidence, Every. thing in the 
World but: Providence, is uncerttin and- con- 
fngent :  *T'is , this: thav'is\ the], teat, [ecunt-.. 
t-for all Societies, States imd.'Hingdomsts:; 
e whole 

frame 


truſtto3 nay the only ſtaBiletnene, t 


tain-and infallible. ſecurity: we. may depend. - 


Ys 


[9] . 
frawe- of the Unjverſe. 'depends upon', which 
without this Prop and Stay, had 'been long a. 
go ſhattered into its. /Primordial Chaos, $6 
that when men of Atheiſtical Spirits laugh at ug 
as a ſort of credulous and eafie people, for &@- 
ſting our. ſelves upon Providence in all Caſes; 
Our anſwer is not more religious than *tis ry 
tional, that we truſt to that which hath hither: 
to preſerved and ſupported the whole world. 

2. Beſides, Secondly, there is in all men fch 
an | operative and _ Principle ( cominen 
to Mankind, becauſe' xt: and 'radicated'jn 


our common nature) that tho Goodneſs" mi 

ſeem ſomewhat hard in-its praQtice, yet 
very pleaſant and lovely to the Eye; and no 
thing is more apt either -to be commended; or 
protedted by thoſe, who under God .do ſuper- 
intend the affairs of the World; eſpecially by 


thoſe whoſe Spirits are refined: from the Fecy 
lency of ſavage and ſordid natures ; 'whoſe 
Souls are truly generous and great :;-\wholc 
tempers are hymaze-; and who- go wpei 
Principles of Honour 3 tho their Judg- 
ments may be poſleſt with feveral Notions that 
are different-from . other _ mens. ' 7iberiue was 
none of the beſt - of thoſe Roman Emperouts 

that were Heathen , and yet we are + told ' 

ts da. Wr2perFÞ Teriullian,, who was ſo'ex 
Riann in ſeeulum yo ang ation lently Skilled in the [ays 
fo ſbi ox <a \Paleſlin or ie —_ _—_ -- _— _—_— 
laverat, doulie at Ser Oe”. Tiberins heard © of the Miracle 
ragativa Fo worry uh, Terra bpol. which ' had. been. done: by our 
Ip blefled Saviour, and was _ 
J 
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byzconſtrajned | to believe. that; he was both a 
rod man and [a divige' Perſon, he. moyed. the 

te, that Chriſt might be--pat into the, num- 
ber of their Gods, ' Some ſay,' that Pilate him- 


and innocence of the bleſſed, Jeſus, and tho? Pz- 
le excuſed the Judgment he: had given againſt 
kim, being * impoled upon and deceived by the 
ſews, yet 1zberius condemned him to death be- 


Chriſt- ', Which Story, it jt be true; is an argu- 
ment, that if Zzberivs himſelf had. been then in 
Piletes place, he, tho' an Heathen, would have 

oteted our Lords innocence, who was after- 
wards ſuch a friend to his memory. This is cer- 
tain!, 'that Pilates wife ſent. importynately to 
him-as he ſat; upon the. Judgment-Scat, to. hin» 


der all bloody proceedings againſt our Lord, 


becauſe ſhe was ſatisfied that he was a Juſt Man 
forſo ſhe called him, S. Matth.27.19.) Twas the 
4 of our Sayiours nanocency,; that made 
that woman ſo. earneſtly to -interpoſe, tho 


ſhe was guided-only by, natural Conſcience. 


- Bur it is not time for me yet to meddle with 
the Hiſtory of thoſe firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
Ivis a palſage, that caſually fell under myhands; 


and it - con 


rms-a\Jutle this obſervable ,Truth, 


that ſubſtantial -and' ſolid Vertue never ſuffers 
In any high degree, where'tis throughly known 
and diſcovered ; unle(s by chance and by ſome 
lpecial permiſſion of God it ſuffers at the hands of 
ſome anomalous Creature, fome monſtrous Fi- 


gure of a Man (as Plate was) that has 
C 


caſt 


Vide Laurent. 
de la Barre An- 
felfſent the Emperour an account. of the-works mrar.in Tertul. 


Apolog. 


* Nuibus per- 
ſuaſronibus ſe+ 
dudus ipſe, fi- 
dem querelts 

earum adhibut, 


canſe he had any hand at all in the death of &e. Ep. Piar:. 


off 


£8 1 

off all regard: to Humanity, - and Honour, ang 
trac Greatneſs, as- well as. bid defiance toal 
manner of Religion. | | 

3. I might add, in the third place, that the 
following of that which is Good ( eſpecially if 
we follow it ſo as our Saviour did, and as he 
bath chalked out.the way to- us ) hath ſuch x 
Natural Tendency to Promote ; even the $e. 
cular advantages and wellfare of all Mankind, 
that few who underſtand , none that vale 
their own Intereſt, will be either ſo Ungrate. 
fa], or ſo Impolitick, and! fo- much enemies tg 
themſelves, as to injure Men whoſe Principles 
and PraQtices apparently tend to the common 
Good of All. Such is the Nature of thoſe ad- 
mirable Virtues, which our Lord hath left us 
to tranſcribe, that no other Inftitution what- 
ſovever can ſerve more to the Advantage, or fo 
much to the Quiet and Peace of the World, a 
our Religion doth, when 'tis Conſcientiouſly 
and Honeſtly obſerved. We are bound to fol- 
low Peace as well as Holineſsz to love one 
another, and even our implacable Enemies; 
to ſtudy to be Quiet, to do every Man his own 
Buſineſs, and to abide im his own Calling ; not 
to do Evil, though for Good ends; but to 
commit our ſelves to God in Well-doing ; tobe 
Humble, Gentle, and Meck 3 to pay Tribute 
to whom Tribute is due, and Honour to whom 
Honour 5 to give to Ceſar the things that are 
Ceſars, as well as to God the things that are 
Gods, to be fubjet to Principalities and 
Powers ; to obey Magiſtrates; and to be a 


(91 
nat anely for wrath, but alſo (ang. chiefly) 
Conſcienee ſake.” - 4nd who is: be that wil 

harw us, if we be found to be followers of that 

which is Good, according to theſe Meaſures 
and Rules ? He js the Miniſter of God to us 
for Good, ſaith the Scripture, Row, x 3.4- And 

f Experience tells bir, ; that we are Servants to 

him forhis Good too, we have no reafon to 

fear the Edge of that Sword, which is never 
drawn to cut off a Friend. - 

4: But. for the full proof of this Aﬀertion in 
my; Text,, \that fone: will harm us, if we be 
kaown to be followers of that which is Good, 
I ſhall take leave toſearch a little into the Hi- 
fery'of the Primitive Ages, and Examine how 
Matters went with Chriſtians in thoſe Times, as 
oken 'as they made it appear that they were fol- 
lowers of that which was Good. For if it can be 
proved, that as they oleared their Integrity ; ſo 
they found Eaſe, and Encouragements, even 
mder 4 Heathen Government, there can be no 
room for any inordinate Jealoufies among Us, 
whoſe Lot ( God be bleſſed) is fallen in a 
Religious and Chriſtian ſtate, if we be careful 
to- :acquit_our 'ſelves to the whole World, by 

ing -.our duty with: Fidelity and Cou- 
nge,- as the Ancient Chriſtians did theirs. 

- Now nothing can be clearer out of the Wri- 

tings of all the Old Apologiſts for Chriſtianity, 

than that;the Pagans wereinfinitely miſtaken in 
their Opinions of the Church, and that they 
uſed the Members of it hardly upon thoſe 

wrong Preſumptions : To ReGifie theſe mi- 

B 2 ſtakes, 


[ 10]; oy me 

os ba ro ; Lo : þ "£9: * 

kt, and (ot make!thely E faies” 10'bÞy 

ng ther; the 'Do&ors! of: 'the | Clutch 

defired nothing mote, than that the Emperon 

* Dgl 4 would pleaſe to Examine their RN 
cena oil eg Manners; They' wondred at the Ra nels iof 
fira, &c. Ter- ky. + hefitors ;> and tad theblame of their 
Il. ad Scapu- thetr Tofi 3 77 br” Ween th 
mag —_ violent ad ': unjuſt! proceedings” upon their 


| WP 2 tortured for 
ex alterutro re- * [onorance' : For they were tor 
any, fy goes of their | Nathe , becauſe they called 
Temrare hos ; cop ; : ' 2” ut” 
£7 mſec Critumz th oc eaqntn 
injufts odijſe further,- whether! thepwer | _— 
dum tenorant. Id hey Criminals/in the Eyerdf the Laws, 
GR me _ wp ta all for grarited, 'that the W ickednel; 
oo = Vh n ry lay to their charge. This was a 
Odo publico nc d calez”; et: xhib e - 
P very -har y-"7 er Sag 3 
cn, #5; ubmitted to with Patience and Chearfilliies, 
DS DS hoding hatin tine The :Exhariencs! 
ms, non Exani» \\gping that '1n ame the 'Exp fp 
natio rims, Enemies would convince them , an Ut 
_—_ them to be favourable to/Chriſtianity, And tis 
p* C- very 2 Refarkable —_ —_— 
"a Os 'y 
Teſtimonium ignoranwe our pur pole han toner nes | l _ 
eft, que. iniquitatem am... IT thoſe who 7 
excuſar , condermnat'; cant Chriſtianity , becauſe they ' knew not 
omnes qui retro oderant y OD Enakdobes their[gno 
quia tenorabant' quale ger what it was, 4$-10 —__ Harrod 
Gar "re, 19" eaters! Removed; weir Har 
_—_— recent Moark wh yo 
cap. 1. ence.-of what | 
that vvhen good Men acquit = 
{clves vvell to the World, it _ hr tho n 
vvith-theme:>But for our plenary: Fre ſy 
\chis point, Jet, us look Url engl 


ticular inſtances; | tf 


The 


CTEJ: 
{The firft that Taisd a general 
formagainſt the Church was Nero. 
fur tho he was infamous for his San- 
minary and barbarous temper, yet 
ome it ſeems maniteſt- that his cru- 
dties were grounded upon his perfect 
ynorance of the Chriltians Inno- 
ence ; for they were repreſented 
then as people of a new and mil 


d&voas Religion (as Swetomins laid) ibid 


wa deadly and pernicious Sect (faith 
Tacitus) that were” generally bated ; 
and therefore the fitteſt ( as the Em- 


perour thought ) to have the guilt of - 


Orientem fidem Romz pri” 
mus Nero cruentavit, Tertul- 
in Scorplace Vide {5 Apol 
CaP. 5s. 


 Aﬀiiti ſuppliciis Chriſftia« 
n!, genus honinum ſuperſtisi- 
0's mve ac malifice , Suet. 
Mm Ncrone, Sc&. 16. 
w—— nos per flagitia inviſos, 
wvalgns Chriſtians appellabat, 
Tacit, Annal. lib. 15. 
-— Exitialis ſuperſtitio , 1d, 
21d. 


— Hyd perinde? in crimine 
incendii , quam ods Humant 
generts convitt ſunt, TAacit, 1- 
bid, 


hifning the City of Rowe fixed upon them.Parti- 
alatly they were abuſed(as T obſerved before out 
ofthe Atts of the Apoſtles )as Movers of Sedition, 
2hd enemies of the Roman Empire : The belief 
whereof paſt currantly at Rome, where they 
made no diſtinction between Chriſtians and 
Jews," becauſe Chriſtianity came out of Judea 


and'conſfidering how reſtleſs, faCti- 
otsand ungovernable the Jews had 
been, not onely in the * beginning 
of Nero's Reign, but alſo in the time 
his Predeceflor Claudius ( as Foſe- 
jour doth || acknowledg the Empe- 
ror, took up a mortal and flaming 
hatred againſt the Chriſtians, ſup- 
pollhg them to be as troubleſom and 


ws the reſt, 


* Vide Joſ.Scaligeri animad- 
ver}. in Euſeb. Chron, pag, 
192, nam, MMLXIX. . 


[Y3de Joſeph. Antiq. Judaic, 
lib. 19. cap. 4 CF lib. 20. c. 
I, 3, 4s $, 6, 7. Item de bello 
Judaic, /. 2. c. 20, 21, 22,23. 
Vide & Euſeb. Hiſt. EccleC. 
lib..2. Cc. 11. 21. 


But 


II NN 


- 


[12] 

But when Veſpaſian came to' the Throne 
C that Humane and Good-natured Pringe, 
who was wont to weep even at the * Juſt ſuf. 
moan hogs ferings of Criminals) all Bloudy proceeding 
pnndly +4 an againſt our Religion were ſtopt. For he had 
wſtis ſupplicis been at Feruſaleme 1n Perſon;z an d having gh. 
So ſerved there the vaſt difference between the 
nr, Suet. in Turbulent and Obſtinate temper of the Jexy, 
Veſpatian.$.13- nd the Peaceable bzbaviour of the Chriſtians, 
he was particularly Favourable and Kind to 
theſe :- So that though he had Ruined the 

Jews ( as Tertullian obſerves) and though he 

ſtrictly ſearched after all the 

| Rofth. 2s cap.12. Royal gas w _— with 
Me Svelpatianus, 9" a deſign totake them off ( a 

Terial. Apa er" th m7 Euſebins tells us:) yet both t 

— Kolrreg 7 welges ls Ancient Writers do agree * that he 
HoTeorers, undies xe) (4 no manner of Severity tg 
| © rap rt em wards the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
Domitiams, The next .cruet-Emperour was Doyitien; 
Por tire, 4 limb of Nero (as Tertwlian calls him) thatno 
Tertal. pol. only baniſht St. Fob» into Patmos, but miſers 
GP $o bly vexed the whole Chriſtian Church, The 
Occaſion of his barbarity was no other then 

Herods fear , that Chriſt would com?, and 

take his Empire from him ; which fear wasin 

creaſed by a falſe ſuggeſtion, touching the Se 

Vide Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccler, ditious Spirits of Chriſts Diſciples. 
lib. 3. c 20. Sed gaia But lighting happily upon ſome of 
fir, vinetr enerrd, them, and (as they ſay) ſome of our 
rdligaverat, iniquit Ter- Bleſſed Saviours own Kindred ; and 
tall,anus de Domiiano, finding upon examination, that they 
were 


C13] 
yerea plain and honelt ſort of Men, that paid 
Tribute, and wrought diligently in their yo- 
ation with their own hands, and lived quiet- 
jy, and hoped for no Kingdom but that in a- 
nother world 3 he ſtraight gave over his feve- 
rity, being fully ſatisfied, that Chriſtians were 
fllowers of that which was Good. 


Hence on to the time of Trajaz, we hear 
n0- more of the Chriſtians ſufferings. Then 
deed the Inſtruments of death were uſed a- 
felb/ againſt them, upon the old ſtale pre- 

{wption, that they were Evil doers. But Pl: y;,. x, ptini 
writing to 7rajary was ſo juſt to the Chri- Trajano, & 
uns, that be told the Emperour, all he found pj 71m 
by the Chriſtians was, that on a certain day they tem Terml.a- 
vere wont to meet together , and Sing Hymns Pol < 1. & 6 
to Chriſt, and bound themſelves by a Sacra- 
ment, not to be guilty of Thefts, or Robbe- 
ries, or Adultery, or breach of Faith , nor of 
my other Crime. Whereupon 7rajan orde- 
red, that the inquiſition againſt Chriſtians 
hould be preſently ſtopt 3 and ſo the Rage of 
that time went ſoon off, when 'twas diſcove- 


red what a good ſort of Men the Chriſtians 
vere. 


Then came the Emperor Adrian, who, tho? 
he made no ||new EdiCts againſt the 
Chriſtians, yet permitted thoſe that 
were to.* he put in force, ſuppoſing 
(asothers before him did )thatChriſti- 
as were a troubleſome and intra* 


[[Tertul. Apol.c.6. _ 
Quarta ſub Adriano perjecw 
tio numeratur z Sulp, Se- 
ver, 


Qable 


29 (F 100, 


cleſ. lib. 


Sever. 


| Poſt Adria-. 
anum Anronl- 
B no P10 7mpe- 
"P rante, pax Ec* 
cleſiis fuit, Sul- 
1 pit, Sever. /b, 
2». 


Euſeb, in Chronico, bellion of the Jews, which fell ol 


Flius Lamprid. in vit. Alex: 
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table Sect, eſpecially upon thatR& 


inthe beginning of Adriens goverts 
ment. But when Ariſtides and Qu. 


* Vide Juſt, Martyr. Apolog dratus had preſented their Excellent 


Item Apo 


Nicliconis in Eufeb. Hiſt. Ec. Apologies to him, he found that he 


had been deceived in his Opinion,and 
ſo proceedings were preſently mitigy, 
ted for he wrote a Letter to Miny 
cius Fundanus the Proconſul of * Af 
and to many more of his Officers in 
ſeveral other parts of the VVorld, requiring 
them to deal mildly with Chriſtians, 'and re. 
prehending ſuch as wrongfully brought. them 
into Trouble. Nay one Pagan Hiſtorian re: 
ports of this Emperor Adrian, that himſelf 
built a Temple and dedicated it unto Chriſt , and 
Worſhipt him as a God. 


To go on further, afterwards in the Reign 
of: Antoninus Pins, though here and there dj 
vers Chriſtians ſuffered by the offticious malice 
of ſome inferiour Miniſters of State ; yet that 
merciful and Generous Prince (who was wont 
to ſay, Ze had rather ſave one Citizen, than kill 
a Thouſand Enemies) ſoon reſtored Peace unto 
the Church. The reaſon was, becauſe that 
great Luminary of the Church Faſtin the Phi- 
loſopher, and at laſt a Martyr, wrote an excel- 
lent Apology to Antoninus, and the whole Se 
nate complaining of the injuſtice of proceed- 
ings, and ſhewing the innocence of the Chr 
{titans DoCtrines, Rites, and Lives. Py 
vvhic 
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which the Emperor being now fatisfied , that 
hoſe men were tollowers of that which was 
0d, did ina'Letter to'the Conimon Council 
of Afia, and to all the Greeks ' ( which is yet 
x'ant) ſharply blame his Officers for their rafh- 
i; and ordered, that. no Chriftian ſhould 
affer more, unleſs he attempted . the diſtur- 
hnce of the Empire; which he was morally 
dared, no true Chriſtian would go about. 


3 


Indeed his Succeſſor Arrelins Antoninus molt y;g. juni, 
mevouſly- atflicted the Churchin - ſeveral pla+ Apol in fine. 


Euſeb. Hiſt. 


&'of the Empire. For new accuſations were ;, 


pbliſht againſt them. Bur all this while even © 5 
tat. Emperor ſeem'd to have been miſtaken 
mnterning the Church; for it 1s not credible 
tata perſon of ſuch great worthi as Antoxznus 
2s of - (being an exquiſite Philoſopher, and a 
koick) wonld.have been ſo cruel to good men; 
mt would have ſpared them atleaſt,for common 
Morality and Virtue ſake, had he been fatistied 
their [ntegrity.” However, - when S. Melito, 
tvlonaris, Athenagoras, and ſome more, oven- 
| vindicated themſelves and their Brethren, 
nd deſired nothing but that Juſtice might be 
(one them, it had a mighty Effet and Influ+ 
ave : upon the Emperor; though nothing 
wought on him ſo much as the. Miraculous 
Rain which fell at the Prayers of the Chri- 
ſtians, - when he and his Army were in the 
wiels of Germany ready to perith tor want of 
Wa- 


; b.s. c. 5 Ter- 
mented 5- and therefore New Edits were tul. Apolog, 
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Water : then he was Convinced, that 'Gyq 
was with the Chriſtians 3 and ſo ſet out wy 
Edict, that they ſhould'be kindly uſed for the 
future, and that whoſoever ſhould accyſe , 
Chriſtian only under the Notion of a Chy, 
ſtian ( ?s if that were Crime enough) ſhouly 
be burnt alive. 


»- $-1-75 134 And To the courſe of the World went td. 

Tertul. ad Sca- lerably well, till Severus gat into the Throne, 

pulam. nay indeed for ſome time after : For at fir} 
he was very favourable to out Religion ,” ha- 
ving ſome Knowledge of it, and a kind Oyj. 
nion of its Profeſlors. For ( as we are told 
by Tertullian , who flouriſht in his time ) he 
entertained one Proculus, a Chriſtian in hi 
own Palace, and was not diſpleaſed though he 
knew, that Proculus inftruted his Son Am: 
ninus Caracalla mm the Chriſtian Religion; he 
was gracious to many of the Roman Nobility, 
whom he knew to be Chriſtians, and protetted 
them from the Rage and fury of the popu, 
"Twas pitty indeed hedid not go on, dey 
was in fo good a way; but the truth is, ms 
ny great men there were, that were pertins 
cioutly addifted to Heathen Superſtition and 
Idolatry,” and neyer left raifing and carrying 
of lies'to his Ears againſt the Chriſtians; and 
he believing them upon their report , became 
quite another man, if I may fo call that Bur 
barous Wretch 3 vvhich provoked 7ertul/ian to 
write his admirable Apology wherein - wa 
Ica 
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{ated the - honour of our Religion, and 
te infiocence of its profefſors;z which tho' 
or the x had little effe& upon Sererns himſelf, 
jetit had upon his Son Caracalls, fo that 
| YinKeign vvas peaceable, as his- Sneceſfors 
houlg £ too 5 tl Maximezzus made foul Work 

in: But we need. not wonder at him 5 _ 
for he vvas a man of ſordid Birth, and 
Jutiſh inclinations; firſt a Shepheard, then 
: Robber upon the High ways, next a Soul 
dier, and at laft a Prince forſooth, though 
1Prince that would underſtand nothing but, | 
kits of wickedneſs, and therefore deſerves PH 65: 
o ſtand by bimſclf, If you reckon from 
No downward, you will find Tertwllians 
Obſervation True, that of all the Romar 
Enperors to his time, there was none that | 
ad any ordinary regard for Natural Re- | 
lion or Humanity, who offered violence | 
tbe Chriſtiansz- when once they through- 
j:diſcovered what the Nature of Chriſti- 
ay, and the temper of Chriſtians was. 


And the ſame Obſervation I might pur- 
ke further -on ſtill , even to the days of 
(wflantine ; had I time to do it, and were 
te thing neceſſary, after what has been 
hew'd already. For ſtill as our Religion 
wpeared ( I fay induſtrioufly, Our Religi- 
Mz for that which was then the Apoſto- 
al and Catholick Religion there, is ours 
WW 3 as It _—_—_ its Native Beauty: 

2 it 
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it-ever-corimanded, firſt the Pity, then the 
protection, and at laſt the Love of all thy 
had Souls,of all that had any value for Virte 
and honour, till in the end Princes then. 
ſelves were enamour'd with it, and count 
ed the Croſs the: Nobleſt Ornaments of their 
_ Crowns and Scepters. 


3. But I ſhall not make any more Hiſt. 
rical Obſervations, preſuming that theſe fey 
are ſufficient for the confirmation: of the 
point in hand. VVhence 1 ſhall novy by 
vvay of application of this vvhole matter, 
Put that, queſtion of the Apoſtles in the 
Text vvith reference to our ſelves, And 
vyho is-he that vvill harm us, if vvebefdl. 
lovvers of that vvhich is good ? Had the 
Primitive Chriſtians, been of ſome men; 
temper 3 had they taken ſuch a proſpe@ of 
times, as fome among, us: are ready totake, 
whoſe fears are- apt-to reach as far as the 
VVorlds end; *tis a wonder if they had nat 
anſwer'd St. Peter thus, Nero will undoubt- 
edly hurt us, and ſo. may Veſpaftan and T: 
tus too, -nay Conſtantine himſclt , for ougit 
we know, to be ſure ſuch a one will, if we 
be not ſo Politick as to exclude him befor: 
hand, and provide ſome ſtrong Aſſociation 
in time. But this vvas not their Temper, 
nor St.. Peters Jealoufie : All that : he had to 
dire&; them, and all that they had to take 


care of, vvas this, to be folloyvers (lll 
t 
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that-which was good, and to follow it fo, 
to approve themſelves to God, and to the 
VVorld, to make it plain and manifeſt , 
that Vertue and a good Conſcience was 
their whole ſtudy ; this, this was that, which 
carried them out, which ſupported the Ho- 
nour of Religion, which ſecur'd its Intereſt, 
which made it lovely, ſtable, proſperous , 
even in times of Heatheniſm. 


Now if we too take this Chriſtian, this 
Prudent and effeual courſe, who is he that 
will go about to annoy us? Little Troubles 
indeed we muſt never expe to be free 
from as long as the V Vorld ftandeth: For 
the Church of Chriſt hath ever been vexed 
with ſome Briers or other, ſome Thorns 
have ever been in its ſides; nor hath Our 
Church been without them; we have had 
ſome Brambles of our own growth , that 
have made our Church not only ſmart, but 
bleed too: Nay, we have had ſuch of late, 
3s like that Bramble in the parable, Jad. 9. 
would in all haſte have been Reigning over 
us, and would have devoured all the great 
Trees in Lebanon, Perhaps we may ne- 
ver be free from thoſe ſcratching, but con- 
temptible Shrubs as long as the old Curſe 
continues upon the Earth 3 ſome or other 
may ſtill be ſpringing up among us: But 
the Church can never dye of a Thorn 3 nor 
can ſuch paultry things do us any —_— 

rable 
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rable injury, eſpecially when they are over 
dropt by tbe Tall Cedars; while we ſhall 
be proteQted under their (haddow, if wedo 
but know and adopn our Station, and grow 


in Grace, and be manifeſtly and plainly 
mindful of that which is good. 


What hard Uſages did yet Primitive 
Chriſtians undergo, who were taught, not 
with Briers and Thorns only, as the Ex- 
preſſion is, Jude 8. but with Harrows and 
and Axes too ? And yet you fee what ad. 
vice was given them here in the Text; and 
becauſe experience and matter of Fad is 
ſuch a ſtrong argument. 1 have particularly 
ſhew'd you how ſucceſsful that advice was, 
and even in thoſe moſt diſcouraging times , 
when Tyranny was the Government, and 
Paganiſm was the Religion of the VVorld. 


Bleſſed for ever, bleſled be God, chis isin- 
finitely far from being any part of our Caſe; 
Nay, but that ſome love to be ungrateful 
both to God and Man, methinks we ſhould 
all look upon our ſelves as obliged (I am 
ſure, we are highly bound) to tender Hes 
ven our moſt hearty Thanks, that notwith- 
ſtanding all our High and Monſtrous Pro- 
vocations (that which is proper for us al- 
ways to conſider and think of ) God is ſtill 
ſo propitious to us, as that we have a very' 
fair proſpe&t, touching the ſecurity not of 

our 


[C21] 
our Perſons and Fortunes only, but of that 
too, which is and ought to be, far dearer to 
us than: our very Lives; I mean, our Eſta- 
bliſht and incomparable Religion, 


Having: therefore ſuch encouragements , 
and thoſe grounded upon ſuch Foundations, 
let us, in the Name of God, once more ob- 
frye the direCtions in the Text, and ſhew 
our ſelves ſtill hearty tollowers of that which 


| #good. We may be ure no valuable inju- 


can be done us, if we our ſelves be but 
careful to do Our part ; that which is both 
our Duty and intereſt to do. Therefore 
inſtead of leaping over our Line, to trou- 
ble our ſelves and the V Vorld with inordi- 
nate Fears, ler us ſeriouſly apply our minds 
to our Buſineſs, our proper and neceſſary 
buſineſs; not doubting, but that which ſer. 
ved ſo to carry out the Old Chriſtians, 
will (erve much more, to ſecure us, not from 
Calamity only, but even from danger of it: 
Two things eſpecially were unjuſtly laid to 
their Charge, oz. that their Religion was 
New, and that they themſelves were wick- 
ed: When once theſe two points were fully 
deared, Sovereign Princes became not their 
Friends only , but their fcllovy Chriſtians 
t00, 


Nov as to the firſt of theſe ( an accu» 


fation , vyhich hath been unjuſtly Jaid to 
Our 
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Our charge too) vve have made it abun: 
dantly evident to all ſober and teachable, 
though prejudiced perſovs, that our Faith 
is that vvhich vvas once for all delivered 
unto the Saints. This vve vvill for ever a- 
bide by , this vve vvill be bound to make 
evident ſtill. But if men vvill not fee our 
Evidence, vve confe(s it 1s not in our poyy- 
er to vvork ſuch a Miracle, as to put eyes 
into the blind, and force them to ſee, vyhe- 
ther they vvill or no; and yet 1 cannot 
tell, but time and Conſtancy may do even 
that tov, as it did in the former Apes of 
Chriſtianity. 


As Our Faith is manifeſtly Pure, Catho- 
lick, and Apoſtolical z fo let us do it that 
Honour and Right (novv eſpecially) as to 
make 1t plain and Evident to the World, 
that our manners are ſuitable thereunto, 
This vvas the Great Evidence that in anci: 
ent times did by degrees ſo affeQually con- 
vince the Enemies of our Religion; for by 
obſerving the Excellent Lives of Chriſtians, 
thcy vvere Naturally led firſt to a ſearch, 
then to an Admiration, and in the end to 
the profeſſion of our Do@rines, and by 
theſe means our Religion came not only 


to a quiet, but to. a Regnant condition in 
the World. 


For your imitatioa and Encouragzment 
in 
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in this Caſe, ſhall I now at the cloſe of this 


Diſcourſe tell you, what thoſe good things 
were, which were then ſo taking -and amt» 
able in their Eyes > Why, in ſhort it was 
thisz an entire, ſincere, and Univerſal Pra- 
tice of the precepts of Chriſtianity. St. 
Paul hath drawn up all into a ſhort Summas 
ry.in Philip. 4. A place, where he adviſed the 
Philippians to be careful for nothing, mean- 
ing the things of this World, which the ge- 
nerality of men are apt to be moſt careful 
for : Be careful for nothing, ver. 6. and then 
he adds, ver. 8, Finally, Brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are Honeſt, 
nhatſcever things are” Fuſt, whatſoever things 
ae Pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
ſoezer things are of Good Report ;, if there be 
wy Vertue , if there be any | Praiſe, think, on 
theſe things. * Theſe things the Primitive 
Chiiſtiaas had learned, and received , and 
heard, and ſeen in the Holy Apoſtles ; as 
t follows there 3 and as they did and pra- 
diced theſe things, ſo the. God of Peaze, 
was ſtil] with them, till he made their ve- 
ij Enemies to be at Peace with them alto. 


Yet by the Hiſtory of thoſe times I ob- 
ſerve , that there were ſome ſpecial and 
particular Vertues which the Pagans took 
oreat notice of, and were induced to be 
rery favourable and kind to the Chrittians 
for. As Severns the Emperour was exceed- 


ingly 
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ingly pleaſed with that Command of our 
Bleſſed Saviours, fo that he had it engre- 
ved upon his Plates, Whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, even (fo do 
you unto them: In like manner other Prin. 
ces were pleas'd and taken with ſome ſingy. 
lar Remarks in the Lives of Chriſts fol. 
lowers, which they obſerved perhaps above 
other things, becauſe they did moſt conduce 
to the Honour, and intereſt, and peace of 
their Government : And theſe. were the 
things, The Primitive Chriſtians were ve- 
ry diligent . and honeſt in their feveral Cl]. 
lings 3 they minded their own buſineſs, not 
medling with matters that were out cf their 
Sphear, eſpecially with the buſtneſs of their 
Governours: "They ſtudied to be quiet, and 
as\much- as in them lay , lived- peaceably 
with all men; They were juſt in their deal. 
ings with all menz and very Cancid, and 
charitable in their cenfures of their Rulers, 
They abhorred that Villanous PraCtice of 
{uſpeAing and reviling Magiſtrates : They 
were afraid for Conſcience fake to raiſe and 
diſperle lies, to render Princes odious ; but 
did ever put the kindeſt Conſtructions upon 
their Counſcls and proceedings, that they 
were capable of They would not by any 
means affront them, or contumeliouſ]y uſe 
them, or ſpeak evil of them, or pray back- 
ward for them (1 mean, pray for their 1] 
torrune or ruine, as {ome peljilcnt a 
woul 
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would now 2days make us believe) no they 
behaved themſelves towards them (though 
mortal Enemies to their Faith)with modeſty 
and reverence,and all duereſpect. They paid 
them their Tribute Mony honeſtly 3 they 
ſerved them 1n their. Wars with all Fide- 
lity and Courage. If any thing was re- 
quired of them, which was inconſiſtent 
with a good Conſcience, and the Laws of 
Chriſt, they would decline it indeed, even 
unto Death, but ſtil] with tenderneſs, and a 
Religious regard to the Honour and Au- 
thority of the Emperor. They lookt upon 
him as Gods immediate Miniſter, next- to 
God , and ſubje& only unto him, and there- 
fore unaccountable to any in this world ; 


and accordingly they feared, and honoured, 


tay loved him, becauſe he was Gods De- 
puty here below, and in the Earth Supreme. 
They never went to their Devotion , but 
the Emperor had a great ſhare of it; and 
even when times were ominous and threat- 
ning, then too they would pray for his 
Health, and long life, for Victory in his 
Arms, and for his wellfare and good ſuc- 
cels in all his juſt Undertakings. As for 
refiſtance , they deteſted and diſclaimed 
the very thoughts of it, ſo that they would 
ſuffer themſclves to be cut in'pieces rather 
than they would rebel , though - ſeveral 
Laws were on their {ide» and they had 
the Sword in their Hands, and had ſtrength 
E 2 and 
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and. Forces enough to to make the whole 
Empire tremble. In all lawful inſtances, 
none more ready to obey, none more faith. 
ful in their obedience 3 but in other Caſes, 
none ſo willing to dye at their Princes Feet, 
as the Chriſtians were. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe things which are 
honeſt, and juſt, and pure, and lovely, and of 
good reportz and by following thele good 
things, the World was at Jaſt ſatisfied, 
that they were good men ; and fo the 
Church by degrees wrought it ſelf out of 
thoſe difficulties and hardihips, whichit f(t 
and lay under, when our Religion firſt en- 
tred into the World. 


Happy ſhall we be now, 1t like the Old 
Chriſtians, we be thus followers of that 
which is Good; fo. that all men may ſe, 
and be convinced that we are fo, This is 
that which will be a (ſecurity to our Church 
an Honour to our Religion, a Comtort 
and ſatisfaction, as well as a ſccurity toour 
ſelves : 'Tis that which will not only bring 
Peace to us in this Life, but will bring us 
all to thoſe unſpeakable Joys and Comforts 
in another , where infinity of pleaſure is 
laid up in ſtore, as the endleſs portion of 
all thoſe Bleſſed Sculs, that Love the Lord 
Jefus in ſincerity. 
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